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A Season of Romance
by Gary Gilbertson

Nobody ever listens to me. I'm 
a voice crying in the wilderness. 
“Don't talk to girls!” But still, 
they start talking. Smiling. 
Texting. And it's all over. 
Actually, one of the most 
wonderful parts of the call that 
G o d h a s g i v e n P r e p a r e 
Ministries is guiding young 
adults into joyful, loving, and 
lasting relationships that bring 
glory to God. 

This edition of the Camel 
Courier highlights a foundation 
of Prepare Ministries: relational 
Purity. This means purity in 
romance and in friendships. 
God instructs us to be free from 
all impurities of envy, lust, 
pride--we know the list. All 

i m p u r i t i e s a f f e c t a l l 
relationships. In fact, the only 
perfect relationship in the 
universe at this time is that 
between the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

Godly character is the only 
t h i n g t h a t a l l o w s g o d l y 
relationships. Sin always leads 
to death according to Genesis 
3. Death is the destruction of a 
relat ionship between two 
people, and it is filled with 
loneliness, rejection, fear--we 
know this list too. In the Garden 
of Eden, sin simultaneously 
destroyed the relationship 
be tween God and Adam 
(mankind) and between Adam 
and Eve (man and woman). Sin 
does not necessarily lead to 
death in the sense of ceasing to 
exist. We die in our ceasing to 

be able to experience love. 
Jesus came to restore life (love) 
in mankind. God is now 
warring against all that hinders 
love. He is ruthless in that war. 
And Prepare will do its part to 
see God’s love restored.

With that, and to kick off this 
edition of the Camel Courier, 
we celebrate three of the 
beautiful marriages that took 
place this season. All of these 
wonderful young people are 
involved with Prepare as staff 
members or volunteers. We 
instruct them not to make an 
idol of romance and marriage 
but to allow God to perfect 
them through it. Marriage is a 
wonderful gift. It foreshadows 
the return of Christ and prepares 
us for the eternal Marriage 
awaiting us with Jesus.

Derrick & Rachael Biggs - August
“The past few months as newlyweds 
have been a fun journey--a rewarding 
(and sometimes difficult) time enjoying 
being together, appreciating our 
differences, and drawing out the best 
in both of us.”

Adam & Amanda Johnson - August
"Marriage is quite the adventure!  We 
are definitely growing and realizing 
that men and women are very 
different. Thankfully, we enjoy each 
other and our new life together!"

Drew & Mindy Wiczek - September
“We see how two can be better than 
one. Challenges of our selfishness and 
independence surface and cause us to 
grow. A wise man once said, ‘Marriage 
isn't meant to make you happy but 
holy, and holiness brings happiness.’ 
Praise Jesus for our marriage!”
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Reality in Romance
Each November, we call young 
adults and college students 
together for Passion and Purity, 
a packed weekend at River of 
Life Church and Riverside Inn in 
Cold Spring, Minnesota. The 
goal: Passion for Jesus and 
Purity in relationships. 

The weekend includes several 
power fu l messages , w i th 
opportunities for prayer and 
ministry from gifted, mature 
intercessors. Anthony Hulsebus 
spoke this year on the need to 
overcome rejection to be totally 
free in our relationships. As a 
highlight of the weekend, we

bring in a panel of “experts” for 
a Q&A session. Students get to 
ask questions directed toward  
p a n e l m e m b e r s a b o u t 
relationships in general, how 
they remained content being 
single, how to know God’s will, 
and other topics. The panel is 
made up of marrieds with 
children, newlyweds, dating 
couples, and singles. The 
purpose is to bring light to the 
realities of relationships from a 
biblical perspective, and to 
bring the life of Jesus into the 
struggles and joys between men 
and women . Each pane l 
member is chosen in great part 
for their willingness to be 
candid.

Celebrating Jeanette
Jeanette DeRose, our dear 
friend and supporter, went 
home to be with the Lord. Her 
son Joe and his wife Christine 
(now with three children) 
helped start the Prepare group 
at St. Cloud State University. 
Jeanette and Jim, her husband, 
hosted our Passion and Purity 
conferences at Riverside Inn 
every year and were campus 
parents in St. Cloud. Three 
hundred people attended the 
“celebrat ion” and gave a 
standing ovation to God for 
Jeanette’s life.

Panel members Andrew and Emily 
Gilbertson shared their stories of 
God’s grace dur ing t imes of 
marriage, courting, and singleness, 
at Passion & Purity this November.

Jim and Jeanette DeRose with their 
son Joe, his wife Christine, and two of 
the three DeRose grandchildren.

Passion & Purity for 
High School
Never has confusion over 
sexuality been more rampant. 
The need for bible-based 
relational instruction is so great 
that David Olson launched a 
Passion and Purity retreat for 
high school students in mid- 
November. He and a group of 
college students from Gustavus 
Adolphus and St. Olaf Colleges 
spoke to high schoolers about 
God’s plan for purity and 
relationships. They also led 
small break-out sessions to talk 
very practically about issues. It 
is so wonderful to see young 
people cal led out of the 
darkness and becoming hungry 
for purity in deep and lasting 
relationships.

Modeling Family Life

The example o f a god ly 
marriage and family life speaks 
volumes to our students. David 
Olson and his wife Catherine 
are a constant display of that 
example as they work together 
on three campuses. Catherine 
loves to minister next to her 
husband as much as possible. 
She also does an excellent job 
of raising  six wonderful and 
active children in God's love.

.
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Karen Oglesby - Board of Directors
Karen and her husband Charlie were once on staff with Prepare. Together, they 
founded New Mercies Ministries, an endeavor helping people in post-crisis 
nations through relief efforts and development projects. They are currently 
working to establish an orphanage in Rwanda. Check out NewMercies.org for 
more information. Karen brings wisdom, insight, and energy to Prepare. She and 
Charlie have a really cute daughter with twin girls on the way!

Rachael Biggs - Volunteer Alumni Relations Coordinator
Rachael has been involved with Prepare since she was a teenager. She also 
started our campus groups at the University of North Dakota and the University 
of Minnesota-Duluth. This fall she joins us as our new Alumni Relations 
Coordinator, working to strengthen connections and involvement with all of our 
alumni who have graduated at campuses across the region over the years!

Jon & Janet Chara - Volunteer Campus Directors
Jon and Janet have big hearts for college students. As mentors and campus 
directors overseeing our group at the University of Wisconsin at Stout, they will 
work closely with students to reach their campus with the love and truth of 
Jesus. We are excited to see students grow because of the wisdom and 
enthusiasm Jon and Janet bring to Prepare! 

Dan Rieland & Josh Erickson - Volunteer Campus Leaders
Dan (left) and Josh (right) will be serving as volunteer campus leaders at St. 
Cloud State University. Dan graduated from St. Cloud Technical College and 
works as a motorcycle mechanic. Josh graduated from Central Lakes College and 
works with a home health care company. Both bring an energy and excitement 
to Prepare, and we are really excited to see them work with people on their 
campus to bring the gospel to more students!

Laurie Kuehn - Volunteer
Laurie recently applied to become a volunteer team member and has served 
with Prepare in a number of ways. She was on the prayer team at our Passion 
and Purity retreat. She has also opened her beautiful home a number of times for 
retreats and meetings. We are currently redefining our volunteer program to find 
new ways to reach out to young adults on campus. Laurie will be our first 
volunteer under the new program!
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 Partner with Prepare!
There are more and more ways to connect with us on our website! Visit 
PrepareMinistries.com to check out opportunities to partner with us through:

1. financial giving      2. volunteering      3. becoming a prayer partner

Donate online or 
send checks payable to 
Prepare Ministries to:

Prepare Ministries
12901 Roberts Drive

Eden Prairie, MN 55346www.PrepareMinistries.com

Romance of the Ages
February 22nd--save the date! 
G o d d e c r e e d t h a t t h e 
culmination of His purposes 
and the fulfillment of all human 
desire is a marriage feast 
initiating an eternal, intimate 
experience with Christ and us, 
His Bride. The Holy Spirit is 
working in believers around the 
world, preparing them for the 
Bridegroom Jesus. To celebrate 
this cornerstone of our faith we 
host an annual banquet around 
Va l e n t i n e ’s D a y c a l l e d 
“Romance o f the Ages .”  
Throughout the evening, we 
share Prepare’s vision and build 
fr iendships with students’ 
parents and ministry partners. 
We would be honored if you 
joined us!

Mature Relationships
by Donna Swanson

People often say, "I can’t wait to 
find the one God has for me!" 
But how much do they prepare 
themselves spiritually and 
emotionally? We are in great 
error if we think we can have 
healthy relationships without 
being healthy people. How can 
we determine our levels of 
s p i r i t u a l a n d e m o t i o n a l 
maturity? Some indicators of 
emotional maturity include: 
emotional steadiness (not given 
to moodiness), security in 
oneself (not seeking approval 
from others), honesty about 
one's own s t reng ths and 
weakness, good communication 
and listening skills, and an 
ability to express honest feelings 
in a constructive manner. Our 
goa l m igh t change f r om 
“looking for” the right person to 
“looking to become” the right 
person in Christ!

Stella’s Recipe Corner
Chocolate Truffles

                                                                      
Ingredients:                                                           
- 3 cups (18 ounces total) of  
semisweet chocolate chips          
- 1 can (14 ounces) sweetened 
condensed milk (Eagle Brand 
the best)                                    
- 1 tablespoon vanilla extract               
- Toppings: Chopped or flaked 
coconut, chopped nuts, 
unsweetened cocoa powder, 
and sprinkles

Directions:
Microwave to melt chocolate 
chips and sweetened milk in 30 
to 45 second increments.  Stir 
each time and repeat until it is 
smooth. Don't overdo it!  Stir in 
vanilla. Chill for 2 hours or until 
mixture is easy to handle.  
Shape into 1-inch balls.  If your
hands get too warm, the 
chocolate will be sticky.  Wash 
hands in cold water to prevent 
this. Roll balls in one of the 
toppings. Store in fridge. Makes 
48 truffles.

Bill and Darlene Davis, long time 
friends of Prepare, and fellow 
ministers of the gospel, will be our 
banquet emcees this year. Check out 
B i l l ’s a m a z i n g t e s t i m o n y a t 
BillDavisMin.com. Donna and “special friend” Waihon 

are campus missionaries at the 
University of Minnesota.

http://www.PrepareMinistries.com
http://www.PrepareMinistries.com

